THE GARDENER

By: Shawn George
The job of a child care provider is the job, of a gardener.  It’s this gardener after all, who must love, protect, and nourish, the little flowering plants in her care, the children.  It’s the gardener, who willfully toils underneath the sun, and the moon and the stars, sometimes day and night, watching closely, and tending to the needs of her splendid garden.  Because the gardener knows, that the soil in which these flowering plants took root, cannot grow to their fullest potential, without her.  Therefore, she rids the garden of all dangers.  She sprinkles her garden, however large or small, with the waters of knowledge, passing on useful information, good values, and self-confidence.  Because the flowering plants are not done growing, the gardener has to come down to their level.  And in the end, you, the child care provider, will look back through time, and will be truly satisfied with the fruits, of your labor.
**This poem was written by Shawn George, from Trumbull County Jobs and Family Services for the 2006 Provider Appreciation Brunch on June 17,2006.

